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Remarks 

Claims 1-13 are pending. 

A machine-translated version of Japanese publication number 11-306301 (from 
IDS), obtained from http://www.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/homepg_e.ipdl, has been included. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lane (U.S. Patent 5,623,52). 
Regarding Claim 1, 

Lane discloses an IC card to be used for individual authentication 
or settlement comprising: 

An input device for individual authentication information of a user of 
the IC card (Figures 1A and 2; and Column 5, lines 6-20); 

A use condition storage device for storing a term of validity of the 
authentication information or collation results of the authentication 
information and use conditions of the IC card (Figures 1A and 2; Column 
5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15; 
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the predetermined elapsed time inherently must be stored in a storage 
device of the card); and 

A controller for controlling the term of validity of the IC card on the 
basis of collation results of the authentication information with the use 
condition information (Figures 1 A and 2; Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, 
line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15). 

Regarding Claim 2, 

Lane discloses that the input device for the individual authentication 
information is comprised of input devices for biometrics information 
concerning any of a fingerprint, an iris, a voiceprint, and a retina print 
(Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 
9, line 15). 

Regarding Claim 5, 

Lane discloses that the controller makes the IC card usable for a 
predetermined time period on the basis of individual authentication 
information inputted into the IC card, and makes the IC card unusable 
after a lapse of the time period (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; 
and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15). 

Regarding Claim 7, 

Lane discloses an IC card to be used for individual authentication 
or settlement, comprising functions for: 
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Inputting fingerprint information of a user of the IC card (Column 5, 
line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); 

Collating the inputted fingerprint information with fingerprint 
information of a user of the IC card registered in advance (Column 5, line 
21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); and 

When the collation results in coincide, making the IC card valid 
during a predetermined term of validity to make use of the IC card 
possible (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to 
Column 9, line 15). 
Regarding Claim 8, 

Lane discloses a function for making use of the IC card impossible 
after an elapse of the predetermined time period (Column 5, line 21 to 
Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15). 
Regarding Claim 12, 

Lane discloses a method of controlling a term of validity of an IC 
card to be used for individual authentication or settlement, comprising the 
steps of: 

Inputting authentication information of a user of the IC card 
(Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 
9, line 15); 
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Collating the authentication information inputted with authentication 
information of the user of the IC card registered in advance (Column 5, 
line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); 

Making the IC card usable when the collation results in coincidence 
(Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 
9, line 15); 

Monitoring an elapse of a time period since the IC card is made 
usable (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to 
Column 9, line 15); and 

Making the IC card unusable when a predetermined term of validity 
of the IC card has elapsed (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and 
Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 3, 4, 10, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Lane in view of Yano (JP 11-306301). 

Regarding Claim 3, 
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Lane discloses that the use condition storage device records a term 
of validity of the IC card for every application program of the IC card 
(Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 
9, line 15); but does not disclose storing a separate term of validity for 
every application program. 

Yano, however, discloses that the use condition storage device 
records a term of validity of the IC card for every application program of 
the IC card and storing a separate term of validity for every application 
program (Paragraphs 14-20). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to incorporate 
the security system of Yano into the IC card of Lane in order to allow 
flexibility in terms of validity and authentication, such that terms of validity 
will be set and authentication parameters will be validated in accordance 
with the particular application/object of use of the card, thereby increasing 
security and control of such security. 
Regarding Claim 4, 

Lane discloses that the use condition storage device records 
judgment conditions during collation of individual authentication 
information inputted every application program of the IC card (Column 5, 
line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); 
but does not disclose that each application program may have separate 
collation conditions. 
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Yano, however, discloses that the use condition storage device 
records judgment conditions during collation of individual authentication 
information inputted every application program of the IC card and that 
each application program may have separate collation conditions 
(Paragraphs 14-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of applicant's invention to incorporate the security 
system of Yano into the IC card of Lane in order to allow flexibility in terms 
of validity and authentication, such that terms of validity will be set and 
authentication parameters will be validated in accordance with the 
particular application/object of use of the card, thereby increasing security 
and control of such security. 
Regarding Claim 10, 

Lane discloses that the term of validity will be set in accordance 
with an object of use of the IC card (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 
12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); but does not disclose that 
different objects of use may have different terms of validity. 

Yano, however, discloses that the term of validity will be set in 
accordance with an object of use of the IC card and that different objects 
of use may have different terms of validity (Paragraphs 14-20). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the security system of Yano into the IC 
card of Lane in order to allow flexibility in terms of validity and 
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authentication, such that terms of validity will be set and authentication 
parameters will be validated in accordance with the particular 
application/object of use of the card, thereby increasing security and 
control of such security. 

Regarding Claim 11, 

Lane discloses that the collation condition of the fingerprint 
information will be set in accordance with an object of use of the IC card 
(Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 
9, line 15); but does not disclose that separate collation conditions may be 
stored in accordance with separate objects of use. 

Yano, however, discloses that a collation condition of the fingerprint 
information will be set in accordance with an object of use of the IC card 
and that separate collation conditions may be stored in accordance with 
separate objects of use (Paragraphs 14-20). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
incorporate the security system of Yano into the IC card of Lane in order 
to allow flexibility in terms of validity and authentication, such that terms of 
validity will be set and authentication parameters will be validated in 
accordance with the particular application/object of use of the card, 
thereby increasing security and control of such security. 

Regarding Claim 13, 
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Lane does not disclose changing the term of validity of the IC card 
in accordance with an object of use of the IC card. 

Yano, however, discloses changing the term of validity of the IC 
card in accordance with an object of use of the IC card (Paragraphs 14- 
20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to incorporate the security system of Yano 
into the IC card of Lane in order to allow flexibility in terms of validity and 
authentication, such that terms of validity will be set and authentication 
parameters will be validated in accordance with the particular 
application/object of use of the card, thereby increasing security and 
control of such security. 

3. Claims 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lane in view of Wong (U.S. Patent 6,592,044). 
Regarding Claim 6, 

Lane discloses that the IC card has a display unit for displaying 
whether or not the IC card can be used; and that the controller lights the 
display unit when the IC card can be used (Column 5, line 21 to Column 6, 
line 12; and Column 8, line 33 to Column 9, line 15); 

But does not disclose lighting the display unit at all times during 
which the IC card be used; and putting out the display unit when the IC 
card cannot be used. 
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Wong, however, discloses that the IC card has a display unit for 
displaying whether or not the IC card can be used; and the controller lights 
the display unit when the IC card can be used, and puts out the display 
unit when the IC card cannot be used (Column 12, line 41 to Column 13, 
line 3; and Column 17, line 58 to Column 1 8, line 25). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to incorporate the display techniques of Wong into the IC card of Lane in 
order to inform the user of when the card is still active and able to be used 
and when the card is inactive and the temporary data stored thereon is 
deleted. 
Regarding Claim 9, 

Lane does not disclose that the IC card displays that the IC card is 
valid during the term of validity, and that the IC card is not valid after an 
elapse of the term of validity. 

Wong, however, discloses that the IC card displays that the IC card 
is valid during the term of validity, and that the IC card is not valid after an 
elapse of the term of validity (Column 12, line 41 to Column 13, line 3; and 
Column 17, line 58 to Column 18, line 25). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
incorporate the display techniques of Wong into the IC card of Lane in 
order to inform the user of when the card is still active and able to be used 
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and when the card is inactive and the temporary data stored thereon is 
deleted. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey D. Popham whose telephone number is (571)- 

272- 7215. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571)272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jeffrey D Popham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2137 
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